REVEALED: The UK towns with the
highest risk of homelessness

e Bedford is the UK area with the highest risk of homelessness, with more
households at risk of being made homeless than anywhere else in the UK
and the number of rough sleepers well above average

e Maldon is the UK area with the second-highest risk of homelessness,
followed by Lambeth and Hinckley and Bosworth

e Dorset, Cornwall and Sefton also have some of the highest risks of
homelessness in the UK

Bedford has the highest risk of homelessness in the whole of the UK, new research can
reveal.

In Bedford, 1,724 households are officially at risk of becoming homeless - higher than
any other local authority in the country. In Bedford, households are over six times more
likely to be at risk of homelessness than the rest of the UK, and the estimated number
of rough sleepers on a single night (18) is 38% higher above the UK average for rough
sleeping (13).

The study, by homelessness charity Church on The Street, compared the latest UK
government data on the number of households owed a homelessness relief or
prevention duty (meaning that they are at risk of becoming homeless) in every local
authority, with the average number of people sleeping rough on a single night in that
area, to discover the UK town with the highest risk of homelessness.

Top 10 UK areas with the highest risk of
homelessness

Number of
households owed Average number of

UK local a relief or people sleeping rough in
authority Homelessness | prevention duty | a single night (Autumn
(LA) rank (Oct-December 2023)




East of
Bedford England 1 1,724 18 1,742
East of
Maldon England 2 1,640 0 1,640
Lambeth  London 3 1,390 44 1,434
Hinckley and East
Bosworth  Midlands 4 973 5 978
South
Dorset  West 5 935 15 950
South
Cornwall  West 6 902 43 945
North
Sefton West 7 938 3 941
East of
Babergh  England 8 903 5 908
Westminster London 9 616 277 893
South
Dover East 10 868 9 877
UK Average 267 13: 278

Maldon, in Essex, is the UK’s second riskiest place for homelessness. In Maldon, 1,640
households are at risk of homelessness - six times more than the UK average (267
households).

Lambeth, in London, ranks as the UK’s third riskiest place for homelessness. In
Lambeth, 1,390 households are at risk of homelessness: five times more than the
national average (267 households). Lambeth also has an average of 44 people sleeping
rough in a single night: 238 percent higher than the UK average of 13 in a single night.

Hinckley and Bosworth, Dorset, and Cornwall rank as the fourth, fifth and sixth riskiest
places for homelessness in the whole of the UK.

Pastor Mick, founder of Church On The Street, says: “The levels of homelessness and
severe poverty we have seen in the UK over the past few years, is the worst it has ever
been. People are truly reaching a new level of destitution, and it must be one of the first
priorities of our new government to restore dignity and alleviate suffering for these most
vulnerable members of society”.



Westminster in London is also among the riskiest places for homelessness in the UK.
Westminster has the highest number of rough sleepers in a single night in the whole of
the country (277 rough sleepers a night), which is more than 20 times (2000%) higher
than the national average of 13 rough sleepers a night.

Ranked: Top 50 UK areas with the
highest homelessness risk

Number of
households owed a Number of people

sleeping rough per

relief or prevention

UK local authority (LA) duty (2023) night (2023)
East of
Bedford England 1,724 18 1,742
East of
Maldon England 1,640 0 1,640
Lambeth London 1,390 44 1,434
East
Hinckley and Bosworth Midlands 973 5 978
Dorset South West 935 15 950
Cornwall South West 902 43 945
Sefton North West 938 3 941
East of
Babergh England 903 5 908
Westminster London 616 277 893
Dover South East 868 9 877
Yorkshire
and The
Kirklees Humber 862 14 876
City of London London 791 61 852
East of
Brentwood England 850 1 851
Kensington and
Chelsea London 803 8 811
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All data gathered from: www.qov.uk
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If using this press release, please include a linked credit to Church On The Street, who

commissioned the data https://www.cots-ministries.co.uk/ .

Data on number of households at risk of homelessness in every local authority:

www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statutory-homelessness-in-england-january-to-march-

2023/statutory-homelessness-in-england-january-to-march-2023

Data on number of rough sleepers in every local authority:

https://lwww.gov.uk/government/statistics/rough-sleeping-snapshot-in-england-autumn-2

023/rough-sleeping-snapshot-in-england-autumn-2023
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